E2810

missed six recorded votes on the House floor.
Had | been present, | would have voted “nay”
on rollcall 896, “nay” on rollcall 897, “nay” on
rolicall 898, “yea” on rollcall 899, “yea” on
rollcall 900, and “yea” rollcall 901.

——————

CONGRATULATING JOHN “HUT”
HUTSON, WILLIAM C. JENKINS,
DAVID F. LUCIER, PETER MAR-
TINEZ, PAT CHORPENNING, JOAN
E. SISCO AND CARL G. SCHNEI-
DER—INDUCTEES TO THE ARI-
ZONA VETERANS HALL OF FAME

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 19, 2009

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate John “Hut” Hutson, Wil-
liam C. Jenkins, David F. Lucier, Peter Mar-
tinez, Pat Chorpenning, Joan E. Sisco and
Carl G. Schneider, the Class of 2009 induct-
ees to the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame.
These citizens are recognized for their exem-
plary service for our country.

For both bravely serving our country and in-
spiring those outside their military service, 19
Arizona residents were selected to be part of
the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame. In a state
boasting more than 600,000 veterans, | am
truly honored to represent five of this year's
recipients.

The Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame Society
annually rewards and honors veterans for their
continued service to the community. Each re-
cipient of the prestigious award is personally
selected by the Office of Governor Jan Brewer
in partnership with the Arizona Department of
Veterans’ Services.

These veterans represent the courage and
patriotism that is so revered by many Ameri-
cans. It is people like this that | am continu-
ously thinking of and am proud to serve. As
members of the Hall of Fame Society, | am
sure these veterans will carry on inspiring and
serving our community.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recogni-
tion of John “Hut” Hutson, William C. Jenkins,
David F. Lucier, Peter Martinez, Pat
Chorpenning, Joan E. Sisco and Carl G.
Schneider’s exceptional service.

———

THANKING GEORGE McNEILL FOR
HIS SERVICE TO THE RIPON SO-
CIETY

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 19, 2009

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize George McNeill for his many years
of service to the Ripon Society.

For the past five years, George has served
as Chief Administrative Officer of the organiza-
tion. In this position, he has not only run the
day-to-day affairs of the group, he has also
helped position it as one of the leading voices
of centrist Republican thought in Washington,
D.C.

As one of the founders of the Ripon Society,
| have to confess—when we established the
organization in 1962, we could only dream of
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some of the things it has achieved since that
time. Through his hard work and dedication,
not only as the Chief Administrative Officer
since 2004, but also as a member of the
Ripon Board of Directors dating back to 2001,
George has helped turn that dream into a re-
ality.

In the process, he has not only made a dif-
ference in the life of the Ripon Society, he has
also added another impressive chapter to his
own rich and full life. It is a life that has taken
George from the streets of his birthplace in the
Bronx to the hills of his ancestral home in
Scotland, from the jungles of his tour of duty
in Vietnam to the meadows of his current
home in Danby, Vermont. It is also a life dedi-
cated to service, and one that has revolved
around his loving family and devoted friends.

George has indeed worn many titles in his
lifetime, earning the respect of friend and foe
alike along the way. But the title that he is per-
haps most proud of is that of husband and fa-
ther. George and his wife Barbara are the
proud parents of two wonderful daughters—
Megan and Caitlin.

George recently announced that he is retir-
ing as Chief Administrative Officer of the
Ripon Society. It is a real loss for the organi-
zation. Those of us who have worked with and
gotten to know George over the past several
years will miss him and are sorry to see him
go. But we also understand that, after five
years of commuting weekly back and forth be-
tween Vermont and Washington, the time has
come to return home.

We thank George McNeill for his service to
the Ripon Society. We honor him for his many
contributions to the group and for advancing
policy debate in Washington. And we wish him
all the best in the years ahead.

RECOGNIZING NOVEMBER AS
NATIONAL DIABETES MONTH

HON. DIANA DeGETTE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, Nov. 19, 2009

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, this week
the co-chairs of the Congressional Diabetes
Caucus joined with 129 original cosponsors to
introduce H. Res. 914, a resolution supporting
the observance of National Diabetes Month.

The resolution encourages people in the
United States to fight diabetes through raising
public awareness about stopping diabetes and
increasing education about the disease. It also
recognizes the importance of early detection,
awareness of the symptoms of diabetes, and
the risk factors for type 2 diabetes. Finally, it
supports decreasing the prevalence of diabe-
tes, developing better treatments and working
toward an eventual cure for type 1 and type 2
diabetes.

Since diabetes afflicts nearly 24 million
Americans and is the seventh leading cause
of death, we must increase awareness and
encourage the research to find cures. National
Diabetes Month is observed every November
and is an excellent way to build awareness
about both type 1 and type 2 diabetes. Too
many people are not familiar with the dif-
ferences between type 1 and type 2 diabetes
and how they are treated, what the risk factors
are, and what sort of research is needed to
make progress in the fight against this dis-
ease.
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That is why the mission of the Congres-
sional Diabetes Caucus is to educate Mem-
bers of Congress and their staff about diabe-
tes. It is also our mission to support legislation
and other efforts to improve diabetes re-
search, education, and treatment.

The legislative priorities of the Congres-
sional Diabetes Caucus support the goals and
ideals of National Diabetes Month. For exam-
ple, H.R. 1995, The Eliminating Disparities in
Diabetes Prevention, Access and Care Act, is
designed to promote research, treatment, and
education regarding diabetes in minority popu-
lations. This specific focus will help us address
the unique challenges faced by minority popu-
lations and provide more effective treatment
and education.

H.R. 1625, the Equity and Access for
Podiatric Physicians Under Medicaid Act,
would classify podiatrists as physicians for
purposes of direct reimbursement through the
Medicaid program. Podiatry is critical to the
treatment and understanding of diabetes.

The Medicare Diabetes Self-Management
Training Act, H.R. 2425, would make a tech-
nical clarification to recognize certified diabe-
tes educators (CDE) as providers for Medicare
diabetes outpatient self-management training
services (DSMT). CDEs are the only health
professionals who are specially trained and
uniquely qualified to teach patients with diabe-
tes how to improve their health and avoid seri-
ous diabetes-related complications. The 1997
authorizing DSMT statute did not include
CDEs as Medicare providers. This exclusion
has made it increasingly difficult to ensure that
DSMT is available to patients who need these
services, particularly those with unique cultural
needs or who reside in rural areas.

Another bill that is a priority of the caucus
is the Preventing Diabetes in Medicare Act,
H.R. 2590. This bill would extend Medicare
coverage to medical nutrition therapy (MNT)
services for people with pre-diabetes and
other risk factors for developing type 2 diabe-
tes. Under current law, Medicare pays for
MNT provided by a Registered Dietitian for
beneficiaries with diabetes and renal diseases.
Unfortunately, Medicare does not cover MNT
for beneficiaries diagnosed with pre-diabetes.
Nutrition therapy services have proven very ef-
fective in preventing diabetes by providing ac-
cess to the best possible nutritional advice
about how to handle their condition. By help-
ing people with pre-diabetes manage their
condition, Medicare will avoid having to pay
for the much more expensive treatment of dia-
betes.

In addition, we are working hard to pass,
H.R. 3668, and reauthorize the Special Diabe-
tes Programs for Type | Diabetes and Indians.
This program provides federal funding for the
Special Statutory Funding Program for Type |
Diabetes Research at the National Institutes of
Health and the Special Diabetes Program for
Indians at the Indian Health Service. H.R.
3668 would extend these critical programs
through 2016 and increase funding for both
programs to $200 million a year.

| want to thank my colleague, Congressman
MIKE CASTLE, for his many years of leadership
working together with me as Co-Chair of the
Diabetes Caucus. | also want to thank the
many Members who are supporting this effort
and both sides of the House leadership for
their bipartisan support of diabetes issues. |
look forward to working with the Congressional
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